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Following the World War, the Republic \vas faced with the task of
increasing its agricultural production so as to make itself as nearly as
possible self-sufficient in foods. It was decidedly hampered in this
effort by its economic position. The prices of agricultural products
dropped to a point where the farmer could no longer make a profit;
funds were not available for the purchase of necessary fertilizers, and
currency inflation made the future uncertain. In addition, the strip
system of agriculture, so common throughout the country, has served

EUROPE

HAY
ACREAGE

EACH DOT REPRESENTS 5000 ACRES

The cool moist climate and rugged relief of the Alpine countries are unfavorable
for many cultivated crops but encourage the growth of hay and the raising of
livestock. (U. S. Department of Agriculture.)

to limit production, and, in spite of the efforts of the government to
correct this evil, it is still common. Faced with these difficulties, Aus-
trian agriculture declined rapidly during and immediately after the
World War, and its recovery has been slow. Not until 1928 did pro-
duction approach the pre-war level.

In spite of the fact that grains, especially rye, oats and wheat, take
up some 62 per cent of the tilled area, and in spite of every effort to
increase the crop yield, the country is and will continue to be dependent
upon outside sources for a considerable proportion of these foods. The
same is true of potatoes, despite the fact that the yield of this crop is
considerably above the pre-war level. The production of sugar beets